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NOTICE - SURETY SECTION 

SURETY SECTION OF THE OFFICE OF THE CHIEF JUDGE 

CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY 

Circuit Court of Cook County Chief Judge Timothy C. Evans announces that, effective February 
10, 2023, any surety company requesting authority to act as surety on bonds in civil matters in 
the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois, must comply with the following procedures: 

1. Petitions requesting authorization to act as surety on bonds in the Circuit Court of
Cook County must be filed between April 15, 2023, and May 15, 2023, in the Office of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court of Cook County, Surety Desk, 50 West Washington Street, Suite 801; Richard 
J. Daley Center, Chicago, Illinois, between the hours of8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. on Monday- Friday.

2. Three original verified petitions with original supporting documentation in the
marmer and form detailed in Rule 9.3(a), Contents of Petition; Rules of the Circuit Court of Cook 
County are required. 

A. Two original verified petitions with original supporting documentation
must be filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County, Surety
Desk, 50 West Washington Street, Suite 801, Richard J. Daley Center, Chicago,
Illinois.

B. One original verified petition with original supporting documentation must
be served on the State's Attorney of Cook County, Assistant State's Attorney Cliff
Holmes, 50 West Washington Street, Suite 500, Richard J. Daley Center,
Chicago, Illinois.

3. The registration fee is $100.00. The petitioning company shall pay the fee to the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County at the time the two original verified petitions are filed. 
Cash or check will be accepted. Credit cards will be accepted for an additional fee. Checks shall 
be made out to: Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County. Rule 9.4(a). 

4. The petitioner shall publish notice of the pending petition in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the county. Notice shall be published not less than 15 days before the date set for 
hearing. Rule 9.3(b).

5. Hearings on petitions filed between April 15, 2023, and May 15, 2023, will be heard 
on Friday June 30, 2023, at a location to be determined. Petitions filed after May 15, 2023, will not 
be heard.  Rule 9.3 (d). 

6. Any additional surety matters must be brought by motion, filed and spindled in the 
Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, Room 801, Surety Desk. The notice of motion, along 
with a copy of any pleadings, must be served upon the State's Attorney of Cook County, Assistant 
State's Attorney Cliff Holmes, 50 West Washington Street, Suite 500, Richard J. Daley 
Center, Chicago, Illinois. A courtesy copy of said motion and pleadings must be delivered to the 
chambers of the judge appointed to hear surety matters. The statutory motion fee will be assessed 
by the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court. Inquiries may be directed to (312) 325-9014. 



RULES OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY 

PART 9. BONDS - SURETIES 

9.1 Definition 

(a) Personal Surety - Any individual not licensed by the State of Illinois as a surety and not
regularly engaged in the business of acting as surety or guarantor for the performance of an act
of another.

(b) Civil Surety - Any company currently licensed as a surety under the Illinois Insurance Code,
effective July 1, 1937, as amended (Ill. Rev. Stat. 1985, ch.73, par. 613 et seq.)[215 ILCS 5/1].

(c) Bond Certificates - A certificate acceptable in lieu of bail in traffic violations as authorized
under the provisions of Article V of the Illinois Supreme Court Rules, effective January 1, 1968,
as amended (Ill. Rev. Stat. 1985, ch. 1 l0A, par. 501 et seq.)[Ill. Supreme Court Rule 501 et seq.].

( d) Guarantor - Any company or association currently authorized which issues and guarantees
the payment of a judgment and costs upon the failure of a holder of a bond certificate to appear
for trial pursuant to the orders of court.

[Adopted March 18, 1987, effective April 1, 1987.] 

9.2 Authorization 

(a) Type of Authorization

(i) Personal Sureties - Any individual shall be permitted to act as a personal surety in any
case pending in the Circuit Court of Cook County only if authorized by the judge before whom 
the case is pending, after having executed and filed a schedule of property in the form approved 
by the judge. A copy of the schedule shall be served upon each interested party in the manner 
prescribed by Illinois Supreme Court Rule 11. 

(ii) Civil Sureties - Any company currently licensed to act as a civil surety shall be
permitted to act as surety in civil cases in the Circuit Court of Cook County only if authorized by 
the Chief Judge of the Court. 

(iii) Guarantors - Bond Certificates - Any automobile club or association which has been
in existence for a period of 18 months or more and has an actual bona-fide membership of 1500 
or more, or any trade union, surety or insurance company shall be permitted to issue bond 
certificates to their members or assured and to act as guarantors on bond certificates so issued in 
the Circuit Court only if authorized by the Chief Judge of the Court. 

(b) Period of Authorization - Authorization to act as a civil surety or guarantor shall be granted
for a period of not to exceed 1 year.





A. A statement of assets, liabilities, and shareholder's equity certified by the petitioner as being a
fair and accurate representation of the petitioner's financial condition as of the date of
presentation. The statement shall be prepared as of the end of the petitioner's previous fiscal year
or any subsequent date prior to the filing of the petition;

B. (1) The most recent regulatory filings by the petitioner; (2) financial statements of the
petitioner audited, reviewed or compiled by independent auditors, along with the auditor reports;
and (3) any narrative reports issued by independent auditors, or regulatory agencies within two
years of the date of filing which reflect upon the petitioner's financial condition and its ability to
act as surety or guarantor; and

C. Any additional information which the Chief Judge in his discretion deems necessary to
approve petitioner's authorization to act as a civil surety in civil cases in the Circuit Court of
Cook County .

. (iv) A verified schedule of: 

A. All unsatisfied judgments pending against the petitioner at the time of the filing of the petition
upon bonds executed by the petitioner in any court in Illinois. The schedule shall state the title
and number of the case, the amount and date of judgment entered.

B. All actions pending against the petitioner at the time of filing of the petition, upon bonds
executed by the petitioner in any court in Illinois. The schedule shall state the title and number of
the case, the names of the attorneys of record, the amount claimed, the nature of the claim and if
contested, the reasons for contesting the claim.

C. All claims of liability, not the subject of any pending case, which have been made against the
petitioner and are undischarged at the time of the filing of the petition, upon bonds executed by
the petitioner in any court in Illinois. The schedule shall state the nature of the claim and the
reasons for contesting the claim.

(b) Notice - Upon the filing of the petition, the chief judge, upon motion, shall set the petition for
hearing at a specified time not earlier than 15 days after the date of filing. The petitioner shall
then publish notice, not less than 15 days before the date set for hearing, in a newspaper of
general circulation in the county, of the pendency of the petition, showing the date set for
hearing.

(c) Objections - Any person may file written objections to the petition with the clerk of the court
not less than IO days before the date set for hearing, stating the reasons why the petition should
not be allowed. The petitioner may file its answer to the objections not later than 5 days before
the date set for hearing. A copy of the objections shall be served upon the petitioner, and a copy
of the answer shall be served upon the objector, not later than the time of the respective filings.

(d) Hearing - The petitioner and the objector may introduce evidence at the hearing. If the court
finds that the petitioner should be disallowed, the petitioner shall be disqualified from acting as
surety in the court until further order of court. If, upon such hearing, the court finds that the







(iv) Any individual or agent of a corporation authorized by the court to act as surety in cases
within the jurisdiction of the court offending against this rule, directly or indirectly, shall be
subject to having the order authorizing him to act as surety revoked.

( c) Bond Certificates - No individual, corporation or association authorized to act on behalf of a
guarantor on bond certificates shall sell or issue such bond certificates except to their members
or assured, nor shall such individual, corporation or association charge or receive as
compensation for such bond certificates a fee in excess of the maximum amount guaranteed by
said bond certificates.

[Adopted March 18, 1987, effective April 1, 1987.] 

9.7 Revocation or Suspension 

(a) Summary Revocation or Suspension - The chief judge may revoke or suspend the said
authority summarily without notice when in his opinion:

(i) The deposit of a guarantor is impaired for any reason.

(ii) Any judgments or bond forfeitures have remained unpaid after 60 days from the date of the
effective date thereof. Notice of such summary revocation or suspension shall be given by mail
at the address listed in the petition for authorization.

(b) Revocation or Suspension for Cause - The chief judge may, upon his own motion or upon
request of any person, at any time enter a rule to show cause why the said authorization should
not be revoked or suspended for any one or more of the following reasons:

(i) For violation of any of the provisions of these rules.

(ii) Upon convi<;tion of any criminal offense under the laws of the State of Illinois or under the
laws of the United States, or any other state.

(iii) Upon being adjudged bankrupt or insolvent.

(iv) For any interference or attempted interference with the administration of justice.

(v) For any fraudulent, sharp or dishonest practices.

(vi) For any material misstatement made in the application to secure an order to act as surety or
guarantor.

(vii) Failure to report any change of status as surety or guarantor since the date of authorization,
which fact, if known, would have made such applicant ineligible for authorization to act as
surety or guarantor under these rules.



(viii) Failure without justification to discharge an obligation without delay when liability became
absolute or was determined by final judgment, or interposed a frivolous or unmeritorious defense
upon a bond executed by the surety or guarantor.

The order entering the rule shall set a date for hearing upon the return of the rule. The clerk of 
the court shall furnish the sheriff of Cook County, Illinois, with a certified copy of the rule to be 
served upon the surety or guarantor together with a notice of the entry of the rule and of the date 
set for hearing upon the return of the rule. The return shall make answer to the charges contained 
in the rule in addition to such other information as may be required by said order. Upon hearing, 
the chief judge may enter an orderrevoking or suspending the authority of said surety or 
guarantor together with such other orders he may deem appropriate. 

[Adopted March 18, 1987, effective April 1, 1987.] 
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ATTORNEYS-IN-FACT AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE BONDS IN CIVIL MATTERS

Surety Section Registration Number:

Full Corporate Name of Petitioning Surety:

Surety's Home Office Address:

Surety's Cook County Agent upon whom process may be served: 

Agent's Address:

Name of Surety's Attorney of Record: 

Attorney's Address:

Attorney's Phone Number:

Circuit Court of Cook County Surety Section - 01/19/2023

1. 

ATTORNEYS-IN-FACT



NOTICE - SURETY SECTION 

SURETY SECTION OF THE OFFICE OF THE CHIEF JUDGE 

CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY 

All companies authorized to act as civil sureties in Cook County by 
Honorable Timothy C. Evans, Chief Judge of the Circuit Court of Cook 
County, are hereby notified that license agreements are available for the use 
of space at the Surety Desk on the 12th floor of the Richard J. Daley 
Center from Transwestern, property manager. Authorized civil surety 
companies are required to enter into a license agreement with 
Transwestern for the use of space. A request to apply for a license for 
the use of space at the Surety Desk must be submitted in writing by 
a representative of an authorized civil surety company to Mr. John 
Beatty, General Manager, Office of the Building, Richard J. Daley Center, 
50 W. Washington Street, Room 1203, Chicago, Illinois 60602. Any 
questions regarding licensing information should be directed to Mr. Beatty 
at (312) 603-7980. 



Surety Company 

Telephone Number for the Public 

You must provide a telephone number and the name of a contact person for your company. 
These phone numbers and contact names will be published in the Authorized Civil Sureties 
Handbook that is distributed to judges and court rersonnel. Please complete this form and return 
it with your petition. Your company will not be authorized until this form is completed and 

returned. 

Name of Surety Company: 

Telephone Number of Surety Company: 

Name of Contact Person at Surety Company: 



SURETY PETITION CHECKLIST 
CIVIL SURETY 

PETITIONER:---------------------------------

NUMBER: 
-------------

DATE FILED: ____________ _ 

DOCUMENTATION/ACTION YES NO 

Petition filed between April 2023- May 2023? 

Petition verified? 

Petition filed in duplicate with notice to Assistant State's Attorney 

Alvin Portis? 

Proof of Payment of $100.00 fee? 

Was Petitioner authorized in previous year? 

Petition alleges that Petitioner has complied with all applicable 
. 

laws and regulations? 

Is Certificate of Authorization to Conduct Surety Business for 
current year attached? 

• The certificate is for the current year

• The certificate is attested to by the Director of the

Department of Insurance

• The certificate attached is the original (a copy is not

acceptable)

Did Petitioner attach unlimited Power of Attorney that names 

each attorney-in-fact for the Petitioner? 

COMMENTS 




